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Abstract

The activity of a port handling contractor in Algeria is based on a dual obligation:
physical performance and regulatory compliance. Based on a license granted by the
port authority, the contractor undertakes the physical work of loading, unloading, and
storing goods under a contract that ensures public order and the continued operation of
the port facility.

These activities entail civil liability, obligating the contractor to guarantee the
safety of shipments from receipt to delivery. The contractor Is responsible for
compensating for any damage or loss unless force majeure, shipper error, or an Inherent
defect in the goods is proven. Furthermore, the contractor faces strict deterrent and
administrative penalties, including the revocation of accreditation, if found to have
contributed to any crimes affecting the safety of port facilities, such as forgery of
maritime documents, facilitating smuggling, or causing marine pollution.

Key words: Contractor, Port Handling, Loading and Unloadin.



