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The Abstract

The Study is about the International Protection of Refugees under
International Law, with a Focus on the Role of the United Nations Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) as a UN Mechanism for the
Protection of Palestinian Refugees, Particularly in the Gaza Strip since 2021.
The problematic of this study revolves around the question: How has the
United Nations, through UNRWA, contributed to the protection of Palestinian
refugees in Gaza since 20217, The study proceeded from the hypothesis that
the United Nations, via UNRWA, plays a pivotal role in protecting Palestinian
refugees and providing them with essential services, despite the political,
security, and economic challenges witnessed in the Gaza Strip. The study
adopted a legal approach to analyze the international texts governing refugee
protection, a descriptive approach to analyze the reality of Palestinian refugees
in Gaza, in addition to an analytical approach to examine UNRWA's role and
its intervention mechanisms during the period under study.

The study reached a number of conclusions, the most important of which
are that international refugee protection is based on an integrated international
legal framework, headed by the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of
Refugees and the 1967 Protocol. Furthermore, Palestinian refugees enjoy a
special legal status that designates UNRWA as the primary body responsible
for their protection and the provision of services to them. It also became
evident that the Agency has played a crucial role in the fields of education,
health, relief, and social protection within the Gaza Strip; however, its
effectiveness has been impacted by recurring financial crises and the political
and security restrictions it faces. The study concluded that the continuation of
UNRWA and the strengthening of its resources represent an essential element
for ensuring the protection of Palestinian refugees until a just and lasting
solution to their cause is achieved in accordance with international legitimacy
resolutions.

Keywords:

United Nations, International Protection, Human Security, Human Rights
Refugees, Palestinian Refugees, UNRWA, Gaza Strip, Right of Return.

138

—
| —




  «

