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Summary:

The Western Sahara conflict is considered one of the longest-standing
conflicts in Africa, with Morocco and the Polisario Front contesting the region
for over four decades. The conflict has taken on a regional and international
dimension due to external interventions and conflicting interests. Since the mid-
1980s, the United Nations has made extensive efforts to find a peaceful
settlement, focusing on three main phases: peacemaking, peacekeeping, and
peace building. During the peacemaking phase, the UN sought to create a
negotiating environment between the parties by dispatching envoys who
proposed various suggestions and solutions, most notably the 1991 Settlement
Plan, which outlined a framework for a self-determination referendum.

Following the ceasefire agreement in the same year, the UN Mission for the
Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO) was established to monitor the
truce and prepare for the referendum. However, this step has faced delays due to
disagreements over voter eligibility and the disruption caused by regional
interests. Despite relying on the referendum as a means of self-determination,
the UN has encountered numerous challenges that hindered its implementation,
including obstacles imposed by the parties involved and external interventions,
which further complicated the conflict and hindered UN decision-making. In its
peace building efforts, the UN has tried to promote stability and development,
but political stagnation and the lack of agreement among the parties have
prevented a final resolution. UN efforts face several flaws, such as the absence
of binding and effective mechanisms to enforce solutions and the lack of full
cooperation from the parties, which limits the organization's ability to achieve a
comprehensive settlement that would definitively end the conflict.

Keywords: United Nations, Western Sahara, conflict.
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