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Abstract:

In practice, perhaps the most common approach is for the researcher to choose “good cases” that
nicely illustrate the causal mechanisms that the researcher proposed to explain the broader empirical
regularities found in the statistical analysis. This is not an entirely worthless procedure in terms of
producing evidence. Almost by definition, a single case study is a poor method for establishing
whether or what empirical regularities exist across cases. To ascertain whether some interesting
pattern, or relationship between variables, obtains, the best approach is normally to identify the
largest feasible sample of cases relevant to the hypothesis or research question, then to code cases on

the variables of interest, and then to assess whether and what sort of patterns or associations appear
in the data.

(Briefing of qualitative & guantitative research definitions chosen by the lecturer from Wikipedia)

Qualitative research is a method of inquiry employed in many different academic disciplines,
traditionally in the social sciences, but also in market research and further contexts. Qualitative
researchers aim to gather an in-depth understanding of human behavior and the reasons that govern
such behavior. The qualitative method investigates the why and how of decision making, not just
what, where, when. Hence, smaller but focused samples are more often needed than large samples.

In the conventional view, qualitative methods produce information only on the particular cases
studied, and any more general conclusions are only propositions (informed assertions). Quantitative
methods can then be used to seek empirical support for such research hypotheses.

Quantitative research refers to the systematic empirical investigation of social phenomena via
statistical, mathematical or computational techniques. The objective of quantitative research is to
develop and employ mathematical models, theories and/or hypotheses pertaining to phenomena. The
process of measurement is central to quantitative research because it provides the fundamental
connection between empirical observation and mathematical expression of quantitative relationships.
Quantitative data is any data that is in numerical form such as statistics, percentages, etc. In layman's
terms, this means that the quantitative researcher asks a specific, narrow question and collects
numerical data from participants to answer the question. The researcher analyzes the data with the
help of statistics. The researcher is hoping the numbers will yield an unbiased result that can be
generalized to some larger population. Qualitative research, on the other hand, asks broad questions
and collects word data from participants. The researcher looks for themes and describes the
information in themes and patterns exclusive to that set of participants.

Quantitative research is widely used in social sciences such as: psychology, economics, sociology,
marketing, and political science, and information technology, and less frequently in anthropology
and history. However, research in mathematical sciences such as: physics is also 'quantitative’ by
definition, though this use of the term differs in context. In the social sciences, the term relates to
empirical methods, originating in both philosophical positivism and the history of statistics, which
contrast qualitative research methods. Qualitative methods produce information only on the
particular cases studied, and any more general conclusions are only hypotheses. Quantitative
methods can be used to verify which of such hypotheses are true. A comprehensive analysis of 1274
articles published in the top two American sociology journals between 1935 and 2005 found that
roughly two thirds of these articles used quantitative method.
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1) Worldviews:
- Postpositivist
- Construction
- Advocacy/Participatory
- Pragmatic

L S

Research Designs |

- Qualitative
- Quantitative
- Mixed
\ /

[ 3) Research Methods: [ 2) Strategies of Inquiry:

- Questions - Qualitative Strategies (e.g.,

- Data collection Case studies)

- Data Analysis - Quantitative Strategies

- Interpretation (e.g., Survey)

- Reporting - Mixed Strategies (e.g.,
S Validation . .\sequential)
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Steps of Empirical Research

1- Researchable Topic

]

2. Research Question

'

3- What do WE know?
Literature Review

4- The main concepts
Conceptualization

5- Concept + indicators = variable
(Operationalization)

A4

6- Collect Data
SAMPLING AND DATA COLLECTION

A
7- Data Analysis
Isolate variable Effects

|

8- Report Writing
Share vour findings with others
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Sciences International
— ™ Relations
4- Natural - »| Sociology
Sciences :
Comparative
5- Mathematics __»! Economics |5 Politics

Source: Paul. E. Johnson, Social Choice: Theory and Research, Sage University Papers,
Series. No. 07-123 (Social choice--Mathematical models, Decision making-Mathematical
models), Sage Publications, London, 1998, p 11.
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