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Abstract:

The Algerian legislator has addressed various aspects of environmental
crimes, violations of obligations that may result in environmental harm, and
customs offenses that threaten the security and economy of the state—
particularly when such acts aim to support terrorist activities or evade customs
duties. The elements of these crimes and the penalties applicable to those who
commit them—whether natural persons or legal entities engaged in maritime
activities—have been clearly defined. The severity of the penalties varies
according to the gravity of the act committed, and the law also outlines
circumstances for aggravation, mitigation, and exemption from liability, as well
as the persons to whom these provisions apply.

However, protecting the environment and the state’s territorial integrity is
not limited to the criminalization of certain acts. It also requires the establishment
of monitoring bodies tasked with detecting and documenting such offenses in
order to bring perpetrators before the judiciary. Crimes are investigated and
documented through the collection of evidence that proves their occurrence and
is later attributed to the accused. The Customs Code provides for the seizure of
goods and the conduct of investigations, while the Environmental Law allows for
inspections and sample collection to establish the material elements of the crime.
This documentation is carried out by individuals subject to public law—when the
crime falls within their territorial jurisdiction and compels their intervention—or by
those subject to private law, specifically mandated by the relevant legal
framework to investigate these types of offenses.

Since documentation is the step preceding the filing of a lawsuit, criminal
proceedings are typically initiated by the Public Prosecution. However, the
Customs Administration plays a dominant role in initiating fiscal lawsuits related
to customs matters. Similarly, authorized associations play a role in
environmental matters. Pollution, being a transboundary crime, means that every

state exercises jurisdiction over vessels flying its flag, as well as over crimes
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committed within its territorial waters—regardless of their nature—when one of

the parties involved is of Algerian nationality.

Keywords: Maritime Law — Maritime Transport Contract — Navigation
Offenses — Maritime Safety.
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