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Study Summary

Algeria’s penal policy has witnessed remarkable development in
the field of inmate treatment through the adoption of modern
legal approaches aimed at consolidating the principles of human
rights within penal institutions and shifting from the concept of
traditional punishment to a reformative policy based on the social
reintegration of prisoners. Within this framework, female
prisoners have received special attention due to their biological,
psychological, and social particularities, which require treatment
compatible with their status inside the penal environment. This
has led to the establishment of a set of legal guarantees related to
healthcare, consideration of pregnancy and motherhood
conditions, protection of children accompanying imprisoned
mothers, in addition to protection from various forms of violence
and ill-treatment within penal institutions. Algerian legislation has
also sought to strengthen these rights through subjecting penal
institutions to legal and judicial monitoring mechanisms, while
adopting rehabilitation, training, and social reintegration
programs for female prisoners in order to facilitate their
reintegration into society after release. However, the effective
implementation of these guarantees remains dependent on the
effectiveness of their practical application within penal
institutions, especially in light of certain practical obstacles such
as overcrowding, lack of resources, and insufficient consideration
of women’s specific needs, which calls for the continued
development of penal policy in a manner that achieves a balance
between the execution of punishment and respect for the rights
and human dignity of female prisoners.
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