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Abstract :

Sexual crimes against children are among the most dangerous and widespread offenses in our
society.

These crimes are often committed in secrecy and silence, driven by numerous factors—some
related to the victim and the community, such as family and school disintegration, and others
related to the perpetrator and the nature of the crime itself. Such offenses cause harm to the
child’s body, psychology, and social development, leading to severe and lasting
consequences...

Sexual crimes vary in form and have existed since ancient times; however, in the modern era,
they have taken on new and more heinous forms influenced by the digital revolution, and are
now committed via the internet and various digital devices.

Our study found that Algerian legislation has sought to limit such crimes through Law No.
15-12 on Child Protection, which aims to safeguard children through institutional mechanisms
on both national and local levels, while also providing judicial protection tailored to the
different stages of legal proceedings.

We also observed what Algerian jurisprudence has established regarding the penalties for
such crimes, and we concluded that these penalties remain insufficient for deterrence and
achieving justice. For this reason, our research underscores the urgent need to establish
appropriate and effective penalties for these crimes.
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