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Summary:

The present study addressed the topic of “the evidentiary value of scientific expertise in
proving the crime of poisoning” from a comparative legal and technical perspective within
the framework of Algerian legislation, in light of the latest amendments introduced by Law
No. 24-06 amending the Penal Code.

The study revealed that the crime of poisoning is classified under Algerian law as an
independent formal offense, constituted solely by the act of administering a lethal
substance, without the necessity of the victim’s actual death occurring. This makes its
proof heavily dependent on forensic science and toxicology.

The study concludes that scientific expertise occupies a central position in the system of
criminal evidence for this type of crime, since it is impossible to establish the material
element and the causal link without resorting to laboratory analyses and forensic autopsy.
However, the Algerian legislator still subjects such expertise to the principle of the judge’s
inner conviction, thereby creating a tension between the binding nature of scientific
evidence and the judge’s discretionary power of assessment. The guarantees of counter-
expertise and the discussion of the expert report serve to maintain a balance between the
requirements of scientific proof and the guarantees of a fair trial.

Keywords: Crime of poisoning, scientific expertise, criminal evidence, forensic medicine,
toxicology, inner conviction, formal offense.




