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Abstract

This study examines the role of the ship’s master in the system of cargo protection under the
maritime carriage contract, considering the master as one of the most important maritime personnel and
a key actor in ensuring the safety of goods transported by sea. The study aims to highlight the legal status
of the ship’s master and his relationship with the parties to the contract of carriage, identify the legal
obligations imposed upon him in the field of cargo protection, define his practical role throughout the
various stages of the maritime voyage, and analyze his legal liability for damage that may affect the

cargo.

The study adopts a descriptive approach through the examination of the legal provisions
governing the ship’s master under Algerian maritime law and their comparison with relevant
international conventions, particularly the Hamburg Rules. The findings reveal that the ship’s master
enjoys a special legal status that combines his role as the technical commander of the vessel and the
representative of the maritime carrier. This position imposes several obligations, including ensuring the
seaworthiness of the vessel, supervising loading and stowage operations, preserving cargo during the
voyage, and taking the necessary measures to confront maritime risks.

The study further demonstrates that the master’s role in cargo protection extends beyond
preventive measures to include procedural and evidentiary functions, such as monitoring shipping
documents and recording the condition of cargo upon discharge. It also shows that the master’s liability
for cargo damage is determined according to the nature of the legal relationship involved, whether
contractual or tortious, while taking into account the particularities of navigational fault and its

connection with the carrier’s liability regime under maritime laws and international conventions.

The study concludes that the effectiveness of cargo protection in maritime transport largely
depends on the proper performance of the ship’s master’s legal and professional duties, as well as on the
clarity of the legal rules governing his liability, thereby ensuring a balance between the interests of the
carrier, the shipper, and the consignee while safeguarding the cargo transported by sea.

Keywords: Ship’s Master; Maritime Transport; Cargo Protection; Maritime Liability; Navigational
Fault; Maritime Carrier; Contract of Carriage by Sea.



