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Abstract

The study aimed to evaluate the effectiveness of Algerian legal provisions in
deterring crimes involving public officials exceeding their authority and in ensuring the
principle of legality. It adopted the descriptive-analytical method to define the concept of
a public official and their powers, as well as the dimensions and elements of the crime of
abuse of authority, and the legal sanctions and procedures that follow. The findings
revealed that Algerian legislation precisely regulates this crime by clearly defining its
legal elements (material, moral, and legal), and seeks to reinforce the principle of legality
and accountability through the integration of punitive sanctions (both criminal and
disciplinary). It also found that a final criminal conviction has a decisive impact on the
legal status of the official, thereby confirming the study’s hypotheses. Accordingly, the
study recommended the development of coordination mechanisms between the judiciary
and public administration, training of public officials, strengthening of oversight bodies,
and harmonization of related legal texts.

Keywords : Public service, abuse of authority, Algerian legislation, principle of legality,
accountability, sanctions, legal procedures, deterrence, oversight bodies, administrative

corruption.



