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Summary of the novel :

"The Alley of the Italians" is set in the city of Annaba in Algeria, where the impoverished and

marginalized residents face similar circumstances. The novel explores the painful past of its
characters, their deferred dreams, and the conflict between a deceptive reality and an uncertain
future. The narrative is divided into five sections, each titled after a character. The first section
focuses on Dalal Saidi, the protagonist, who chooses to live in a dilapidated apartment in an old
neighborhood threatened with demolition and eviction by the municipality. The residents resist
the implementation of this decision.

Dalal Saidi works as an administrative assistant in a documentation office but is eventually
dismissed from her job after the death of her manager, with whom she had a relationship that
showered her with gifts and money. As the story unfolds, she discovers that her real name is
Halima, not Dalal, and that she had a tragic life with her much older husband, whom she left
after giving birth to a child against her will.

Another significant character is Jalal the journalist, representing an intellectual journalist who
opposes the situation. He takes it upon himself to defend the Alley of the Italians, especially the
old city, against any attempts of change and final destruction. This stance leads him into trouble,
imprisonment, and eventually death due to a hunger strike.

There is also the character of Najiya, known as "Nagi the Woman," who lives and dies on the
streets. Her tragic ending comes when she is devoured by a group of cats she had raised and
lived with. Furthermore, there is Nuno Lartiste, a musician famous for his songs in Algeria and
France, who becomes friends with Jalal the journalist and somewhat of a friend to Dalal Saidi. It
is later revealed that he came to the Alley of the Italians to work as an informant for the security
forces, writing reports for them.

Additionally, there is the enigmatic figure of Rashid the Jinn, who roams the streets and alleys of
the city. It remains unclear whether he is truly a wandering mystic or, as the security men claim,
a banned religious preacher.

Towards the end of the novel, Dalal Saidi reappears as a homeless person in the streets of
Annaba, living in a shack near the Finance Department after losing her job and being expelled
from the Alley of the Italians along with others. The novel concludes with an open-ended ending,
aimed at connecting it to the fate of the Alley of the Italians, the old city, and the destinies of its
characters, which remain mysterious and unknown.
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