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Title of the Paper: The Issue of Sep rating Religion from the state in ,the Newspapers Al-Islah
and Al-Basa'ir (1929-1954)

v

The topic of our study falls within historical subjects with a polictical and identity- related
dimension.It concerns the issue of the separation of religion from the state in Algerian society
during the period between 1929 and 1954, based on the information available in two main
sources: the newspapers Al-Islah and Al-Basaer.Al-Islah, founded by Tayeb EI okbi, was
primarily a religious reformist newspaper,Al-Basaer served as the Association of Algerian
Muslim Scholars for many years, form 1935 to 1954, with a publication line that was mainly
reformist and political. Thus, the central problem of our study revolves around how the two
newspaper,Al-Islah and Al-Basaer, addressed the issue of the separation of religion from the
state from a reformist perspective.This work was carried out based on a comprehensive
inventory of the articles from both newspapers that discussed this issue, followed by their
classification and categorization in accordance with the central research question.

This study has enabled us to reach several findings regarding the

topic, which we summarize as follows:

v

The reformist leaders realized that their entry into the field of journalism was no longer a chice
but a historical necessity imposed by the needs of the time through which Algerian society was
passing.Journalism became an effective tool for spreading the principles of religious reform,
consolidating religious and intellectual awareness, and reinforcing the society's connection with
its civiliztional and religious roots in the face of dicourses that sought to exclude religion from
public life and marginalize it from the nation’'s vital issues.

French colonial policies in Algeria revealed a clear contradiction between the principle of
separting religion from the state and its actual implementation, which kept Islam under colonial
administrative control. Moreover, policies of Francization and naturalization were used as tools
to enforce cultural assimilation at the expense of religious identity.In contrast, the position of
the Association of Algerian Muslim Scholars represented a reformist response affirming that
religious freedom was a fundamental condition for resisting colonialism and preseving Islamic
identity.

French colonial policies in Algeria aimed to Under mine Islamic and national identity by
restricting religious practices such as the hajj, reducing the rolr of Islamic courts, and
provoking intellectual divisions within the reformist movement, particularly on issues like
women, with the aim of fragmenting Algerian society and shaking its religious and cultural
unity.

The spread of superstitions and innovations promoted by certain sufi orders contributed to the
weakening of religious awareness and the distortion of the image of islam.This gave the
weakening of religious awareness and the distortion of the image of Islam. This gave the
French colonial regime a pretext to impose its secular project and separate religion from public
life.The Association of Algerian Muslim Scholars recognized this danger and responded by
implementing religious reform through its newspapers, including the two main sources of this
study.thesr newspapers worked to correct religious concepts and confront manifestations of
deviation, in defense of the purity of faith and rejection of attempts to Westernize Algerian
society.

Keywords: Separtion of religion form the state, Algeria, French colonialism, Al-Basaer
newspape, Al-Islah newspaper.
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