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Abstract

This study analyzed the role of the Wagner Group as an unofficial
instrument used to achieve Russia’s foreign policy objectives and strengthen its
geopolitical interests, It relied on the Role Approach to examine the missions
performed by the group across different operational contexts, the Main Actor
Approach to conceptualize Wagner as an influential actor in implementing
Russia’s external strategic orientations, and Neorealism to explain Russia’s use
of indirect tools to expand its influence, The study found that Wagner emerged
within Russia’s strategy of employing unconventional instruments to project
power and protect strategic interests at lower political and military costs. Its
development was driven by armed conflicts, security vacuums, and Russia’s
geopolitical and economic ambitions.

The findings indicate that Wagner was an effective tool for advancing
Russian foreign policy objectives, but its activities also generated significant
security and political challenges, mainly after its 2023 armed mutiny.

Keywords: Russia, Wagner Group, private military companies, Russian
foreign policy.
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strategy in Africa and its impacton global politics’, Security and Defence Quarterly, 51(3), pp.
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2 Erik Herbert Lohmus, "The Role of the Wagner Group in the Russo-Ukrainian War", CMC
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International Relations Commons, and the Soviet and Post-Soviet Studies Commons,
Recommended Citation, 2023, p. 15.

3 Marek Gérka , opcit, p. 92.
* Bustami, S.Y, Zulkarnain, opcit, p. 199.
5 Ladd Serwat, Héni Nsaibia, Nichita Gurcov, opcit, pp. 15,16.
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% Megan van Schalkwyk, "The Wagner Group in Africa: Legal Status and Accountability during

Non-International Armed Conflicts", Master of Laws in International Law, in the Faculty of
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