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The study examined the impact of armed groups on security in coastal and desert regions amid
recent security transformations since 2015, employing a community-based security framework to
analyze interactions among local groups. This approach aimed to understand the reasons behind
the growing strength of armed groups, as well as shifts in their activities and strategies—evolving
from localized groups to cross-border networks that enabled them to sustain operations and adapt
to their environment. These groups have strategically expanded southward, leveraging the
complex geography of Lake Chad and W. Benin National Park, along with dense forests and weak
security oversight.

In addition to criminal organizations exploiting modern digital technologies for recruitment,
propaganda, fundraising, and arms procurement, this has posed a formidable challenge that has
overwhelmed international and regional efforts to combat these violent actors in the African
coastal region. This situation is exacerbated by the fragility of coastal states and increasing foreign
interference, which have intensified instability, expanded the scope of violence, worsened security
conditions, and deepened the overall crisis.

Keywords: Armed groups, non-state actors, alliance patterns, regional security, state failure, Sahel

region, geopolitical importance, foreign intervention, digital revolution.
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