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ABSTRACT:

This study examines the procedural framework governing the jurisdiction
of the Constitutional Court in Algeria by analyzing two primary mechanisms
through which constitutional review is exercised. The first is the direct referral
procedure, initiated by constitutionally authorized actors such as the President of
the Republic, the Prime Minister, and the Presidents of both chambers of
Parliament. This mechanism operates prior to the enactment of legal texts and
allows the Court to conduct preventive constitutional review of draft organic
laws, international treaties, and the internal rules of Parliament to ensure their
compliance with the Constitution.

The second mechanism is the exception of unconstitutionality, a
subsequent review process that allows litigants to raise constitutional challenges
during the course of legal proceedings, provided that the conditions of standing,
interest, and seriousness are met. If the referring court—whether the Supreme
Court or the Council of State—finds these conditions to be satisfied, the matter
is forwarded to the Constitutional Court for a final and binding decision. These
two mechanisms reflect both the institutional and popular dimensions of
constitutional review and underscore the essential role of the Constitutional
Court in safeguarding constitutional supremacy and maintaining the
constitutional legal order.

Keywords: Constitutional Court, direct notification, constitution, organic laws,
legal texts, international agreements, plea of unconstitutionality, oversight.



